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Military training has existed at MIT ever since the Institute opened its
doors in 1865. More than 12,000 ocers have been commissioned
from MIT, of whom more than 150 have reached the rank of general
or admiral. Students who are United States citizens or who have
applied for citizenship, are of good moral character, and are
medically qualied for military service, may enroll in the programs
for leadership training. Non-citizens who fulll naturalization
requirements for citizenship prior to graduation may enroll and
participate in the Army or Naval ROTC two-year non-scholarship
programs. Any full-time MIT student may participate in the Army or
Naval ROTC programs for leadership training.

All three programs—Air Force, Army, and Naval ROTC—have the
following characteristics in common:

• Application is voluntary.
• Admission is selective.
• All admit men and women.
• Enrollment as a non-scholarship rst-year student or sophomore

does not involve a military service obligation.
• Most students enter the program at the beginning of their rst

year. However, entry up to the middle of the sophomore year is
available. (For Army ROTC, students may enter at any time as long
as they have four full semesters remaining until undergraduate
or graduate degree completion).

• To be eligible for a commission as an ocer in the Armed Forces,
students must complete the Reserve Ocers' Training Corps
(ROTC) program, including summer training, and earn their
bachelor's degree. (Army ROTC students who are pursuing a
graduate degree must complete the ROTC program, including
summer training, and earn their graduate degree).

• Upon request by the student, any required summer employment
nancial aid contribution can be waived if summer training
makes such employment impossible.

• Non-scholarship students may compete for ROTC scholarships,
many of which cover full tuition and fees, and range from one to
four years for the Army, Air Force, and Navy.

• Enrollment as a scholarship recipient beyond the rst year
generally creates an obligation of four years of active duty service
in the Navy or Air Force, or four years of active duty or eight years
of reserve duty in the National Guard or Reserve for the Army.

Aerospace Studies (AS), Military Science (MS), and Naval Science
(NS) subjects are not included in a student's grade point average,
and the credits do not count toward a degree. These subjects can be
applied toward the Physical Education and Wellness Requirement.
In some cases, the ROTC programs may include departmentally
approved subjects that provide academic credit.

Students who accept a contract to become an ocer must maintain
acceptable levels of academic performance and physical tness.

ROTC academic performance requirements may exceed Institute
standards. Breach or willful evasion of the contract could lead to a
period of enlisted service or to repayment of scholarship funds.

Specic information concerning benets, ROTC training programs,
career opportunities, and contractual obligations can be obtained
from the program oces listed in this section.

Air Force ROTC

The Air Force Reserve Ocer Training Corpse (AFROTC) program at
MIT prepares students to become commissioned ocers in the Air
Force or Space Force while earning a college degree. Students will
learn the principles of leadership in the classroom and put them into
practice through hands-on management experience and valuable
leadership-building exercises. AFROTC students are part of a tight-
knit community of driven individuals who enjoy college life just like
every other student on campus, while having the opportunity to pay
for school through AFROTC scholarship programs.

Training Program
AFROTC is typically a four-year program, though exceptions can be
made if students only have three academic years remaining before
graduation. Accreditation for AFROTC courses may also be given if
a student has prior military service, experience in JROTC, Civil Air
Patrol, or at a service academy.

During the rst two years of AFROTC, students are in the General
Military Course (GMC). In the last term in the GMC, students
may compete for entry into the Professional Ocer Course (POC)
selection process. Selection into the POC is based on academic
aptitude, tness, performance in the GMC, the recommendation
of the professor of aerospace studies, and needs of the service.
Students selected for PSP and FA attend eld training during the
summer between the sophomore and junior years. Field training
is held at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, and is a two-week
encampment that will evaluate your leadership potential and provide
you the opportunity to expand your skills as both a leader and team
member. Upon completion of eld training, students enter the POC
for the next two years before commissioning as an ocer in the Air
Force or Space Force.

Classroom Instruction
AFROTC oers a series of specialized classes and hands-on
laboratories that give students a better understanding of the
dierent functions of military leadership and provide the tools to
help them succeed in their future career as an Air Force or Space
Force ocer.

Cadets in the program take two AFROTC classes per semester:
Aerospace Studies (AS) and Leadership Laboratory (Lead Lab). The
AS class is designed to educate students on a wide range of topics
that progress through the students' time in AFROTC. Students learn
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everything from the basics of being in the Air Force or Space Force to
leadership, management topics and national security issues.

In Lead Lab, students have the opportunity to apply what they learn
in the classroom learning. During Lead Lab, students are taught
military drill and ceremonies, customs, and courtesies; hear from
distinguished guest speakers; and most importantly, are given
the opportunity to practice and hone their leadership skills. Lead
Lab consists of a two-hour class held once per week and one-hour
physical training sessions two times per week.

Scholarships
AFROTC scholarships are available on a competitive basis to
qualied applicants. Scholarships may pay up to full tuition and
authorized fees, include $900 per year for textbooks, and a $300–
500 nontaxable allowance each month. All cadets who enter the
POC and are not already on scholarship will be awarded the Charles
McGee Leadership Award. This award pays $18,000 per year for two
years and cannot be applied to graduate studies.

Housing Benet
Any scholarship awardee will be allowed to convert their award for
a $10,000 per-academic-year "housing scholarship" used for on-
campus housing. This is for room only; board is not included and
the conversion must begin at the start of the fall academic term, if
exercised.

Students can apply for an AFROTC scholarship without incurring a
service obligation. However, students awarded the scholarship do
become obligated upon accepting and signing an agreement with
the US Air Force or Space Force. The length of the initial service
commitment depends on the student's career aer graduation. Most
ocers have a four-year active-duty service commitment. Pilots have
a 10-year active-duty service commitment, and both Combat System
Ocer and Air Battle Managers have a six-year service commitment
upon completion of their respective training.

Eligibility Requirements

Academic Standards
Students must be enrolled full-time student at MIT, Harvard
University, Tus University, or Wellesley College and must
successfully complete all Aerospace Studies courses and Leadership
Laboratories that are part of the AFROTC curriculum. Cadets on a
scholarship must maintain a 2.5 GPA; cadets not on scholarship
must maintain a 2.0 GPA.

Fitness Requirements
The physical tness test (PFT) is taken twice a year (fall and spring
semesters) to ensure cadets meet tness requirements. The PFT
consists of a body mass index measurement, one minute of push-
ups, one minute of sit-ups, and a 1.5-mile run. Cadets in the GMC
and not on scholarship must take the test, but do not have to pass.
Cadets in the POC and cadets on scholarship must pass each PFT.

Medical Requirements
Cadets must undergo a medical examination by a military doctor
or designated civilian contractor. The medical examination will be
scheduled and reviewed by the Department of Defense Medical
Examination Review Board (DoDMERB). Examinations typically
take 6–8 weeks to process, aer which DoDMERB will determine
whether they are medically qualied for the program. While the
examination is processing, students can still participate in AFROTC
with a completed sports physical.

Citizenship Requirements
Non-US citizens are eligible to participate in the GMC but must
become a US citizen prior to attending eld training and entering
the POC. A student must be a US citizen to qualify for AFROTC
scholarships.

Application Procedure
Interested students can sign up for the AFROTC program by visiting
or contacting the Aerospace Studies Department, Room W59-114,
617-253-4475, afrotc@mit.edu.

Army ROTC

The Army ROTC program at MIT (https://www.army.mit.edu) is
designed to enhance a student's college education by integrating
into the curriculum leadership and management theory with
leadership practicum modules. Through coursework and in-class
practical experience, students will develop decision-making skills,
climate and culture understanding, and time-management skills
—leadership qualities that are essential to success in any eld,
including corporate or research careers. Students completing the
ROTC program earn a commission as a Second Lieutenant in the
US Army, Army Reserve, or Army National Guard. Non-scholarship
students may participate in the rst two years of Army ROTC with no
commitment to military service.

The Military Science and Leadership Program is a four-year program
composed of the Basic Course (rst and sophomore years) and the
Advanced Course (junior and senior years).

Four-Year Program
The four-year curriculum combines classroom and leadership
laboratory work. Any MIT student is eligible to participate in the
leadership development courses regardless of academic grade.

During the summer between their junior and senior years, students
participate in a four-week Advanced Camp (AC) at Fort Knox, KY (near
Louisville). Upon graduation from college and successful completion
of Advanced Camp, students are commissioned as ocers in the US
Army, US Army Reserve, or Army National Guard.
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Two-Year Program
The two-year program is designed for students who did not complete
the rst two years of the Army ROTC program. If students have
at least four semesters remaining in their academic program at
MIT or are interested in pursuing a graduate degree, they may be
eligible to participate in the Advanced Course. Students who do not
complete all requirements of the Basic Course (rst and sophomore
years) of instruction must participate in a four-week training
camp, called Basic Camp (BC) at Fort Knox, KY, unless they have
successfully completed any service enlisted Basic Training Course
or are a graduate of a certied Junior Reserve Ocers Training Corps
program. Once students complete Basic Camp, they are eligible to
receive the same benets as members in the four-year program.

Scholarships
Army ROTC scholarships are available on a competitive basis to
qualied applicants. Two-, three-, and four-year scholarships
are available each year, and are awarded on campus through
the professor of military science or through a national selection
board. High school seniors may apply for four-year scholarships
in conjunction with their application to MIT. Scholarships pay full
tuition and all mandatory fees, plus $1,200 for books and supplies
each year, and a tax-free stipend ranging from $450 per month. The
scholarship is flexible and can be used for the either (1) tuition and
all mandatory fees, or (2) room and board, but not combined to cover
portions of both.

Program of Instruction
The Army ROTC curriculum is designed to enhance a student's college
education by providing distinctive leadership and management
training in conjunction with realistic experience. The program
emphasizes leadership theory and practice, organizational
management, public speaking, tactics, purpose and history of the
military, and physical tness.

Students enrolled in the rst two years of the program attend
one hour of class and three hours of physical tness each week.
Collegiate athletes, while the sport is in season, must pass the
standard physical tness test and then are exempt from ROTC
physical training. In the nal two years of the program, class
and physical tness total four to ve hours per week. Students
also participate in a weekly Leadership Lab that highlights a
particular military activity. Finally, students participate in a eld
training exercise each semester that includes small unit tactics and
leadership, ring and M4 carbine rifle, land navigation, rappelling,
obstacle courses, and possibly a helicopter orientation ride.

Extracurricular Events
The ROTC program oers MIT students a wide spectrum of
opportunities to participate in numerous challenging and rewarding
extracurricular activities, such as high adventure training and eld
training exercises. Army Airborne, Air Assault, Mountain Warfare,
and other military schooling and training programs are available

on a voluntary basis to qualied cadets. Also, there are global
summer internships available at national research laboratories,
numerous Army bases, or the Pentagon. Finally, following graduation
there are opportunities—primarily for students going on to law,
medical, seminary, dental, or veterinary school—to defer the service
obligation until completion of their graduate studies. Most of these
graduate study opportunities are funded by the Army, once the
applicant is accepted through a national board process.

Opportunities in the US Army Reserve/Army National Guard
Army ROTC oers opportunities to seek a commission as a Second
Lieutenant in the Army National Guard or Army Reserve. This unique
option provides the flexibility for newly commissioned ocers to
participate in the Army part time while pursuing an advanced degree
or a full-time career.

Eligibility Criteria
Enrollment in the rst-year and sophomore ROTC courses is open
to all MIT students. To be eligible for Army ROTC scholarships and/
or enrollment in the junior- and senior year ROTC courses, students
must be citizens of the United States or on the path to citizenship
and will become a citizen before they graduate; physically and
medically qualied in accordance with existing Army regulations;
and enrolled at MIT, Harvard University, Tus University, Wellesley
College, Lesley University, Endicott College, Gordon College, Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary, or Salem State University as full-time
students.

Application Procedure
Students normally apply for the four-year program during their junior
and senior year in high school, but students may enroll in the course
or apply for a campus-based scholarship each semester. Interested
students can inquire about the Army ROTC program by visiting the
Army ROTC oce at W59-192 (201 Vassar St, Cambridge, MA 02139),
by calling 617-253-4471, by sending an email (goarmy@mit.edu), or
by visiting the website (https://www.army.mit.edu) or the program's
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/PaulRevereBattalion).

Naval ROTC

The Navy Reserve Ocers Training Program (NROTC) (http://
www.nrotc.navy.mil) is a multi-year program that runs concurrently
with a student’s normal college or university educational course of
study. The mission of the nationwide NROTC program is to develop
midshipmen mentally, morally, and physically. The program aims
to imbue them with the highest ideals of duty and loyalty, and with
the core values of honor, courage, and commitment. The program
commissions college graduates as Navy or Marine Corps ocers
who possess a basic professional background, are motivated
toward careers in the naval service, and have a potential for future
development in mind and character so as to assume the highest
responsibilities of command, citizenship, and government.
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In addition to a normal academic workload leading to a
baccalaureate degree, NROTC students attend classes in Naval
Science, participate in the NROTC unit for drill, physical training,
and other activities. The purpose of the NROTC program is to provide
instruction and training in naval science subjects which, when
coupled with a bachelor's degree, qualify students for commissions
in the US Navy and US Marine Corps.

The NROTC unit at MIT (http://nrotc.mit.edu) oers two ocer
development programs for which students attending Tus and
Harvard are also eligible. The Scholarship Program provides full
tuition, fees, uniforms, a semester book stipend, and a monthly
stipend for two, three, or four years. The length of scholarship
benets is predicated upon the student's degree plan. Students will
receive scholarship benets only for the time required to receive
their Baccalaureate Degree or four years, whichever comes rst.
If additional benets are necessary, students may request and, in
some cases, be granted h-year benets.

Students in the College Program for two or four years receive naval
science books and uniforms. College Program midshipmen accepted
for advanced standing receive a monthly stipend for up to 20 months
during the last two academic years. Each year, College Program
students compete for full-tuition scholarships for their remaining
years in school.

Program of Instruction
The NROTC program of instruction includes one Naval Science
course each semester which encompasses the science of nautical
matters and principles of leadership, ethics, and management.
Leadership principles and high ideals of a military ocer are taught
and practiced during weekly drill instruction periods. Concurrently,
midshipmen complete all requirements for a bachelor's degree
under their respective university’s rules and regulations. Navy
Option Scholarship Program midshipmen must complete one year
of calculus, one year of calculus-based physics, and one year of
English grammar and composition. Both Navy and Marine Option
midshipmen complete one semester of American history or national
security policy and one semester of cultural or regional studies.
NROTC academic instruction is complemented by tours conducted to
local naval facilities, cruises aboard active duty naval vessels, and
practical navigation and piloting practice conducted aboard training
cra.

Between academic years, Scholarship Program midshipmen attend
approximately one month of summer training aboard active duty
naval vessels and at shore bases throughout the world to become
familiar with Navy and Marine Corps procedures. Marine Option
students will complete Marine Ocer Candidate School following
their junior year. College Program midshipmen must complete one
summer cruise aer their junior year.

Graduating Midshipmen
Upon graduation, midshipmen who complete all academic
requirements in the NROTC program are oered commissions as

Ensigns in the Navy or Second Lieutenants in the Marine Corps.
Unrestricted Navy line ocers serve in the aviation, submarine,
surface warfare, or special operations communities, among others.
Additionally, a few highly qualied ocers may be invited to become
naval reactors engineers in Washington, DC, or cyber warfare
engineers. Navy Option Scholarship Program midshipmen are
required to serve a minimum of ve years of active military service
and College Program midshipmen serve a minimum of three years.
Marine Corps Option midshipmen serve at least four years on active
duty. There may be additional requirements for specic assigments.

Eligibility Requirements
To be eligible for the four-year NROTC program at MIT, Harvard
University, or Tus University, a prospective midshipman must be
accepted at one of these institutions. Additionally he or she must
be a United States citizen, not less than 17 years old by September 1
of the year starting college, and no more than 23 on December 31 of
that year. Applicants must also be found physically qualied by the
Department of Defense Medical Review Board.

Application Procedure
Further information is available at MIT's NROTC website (http://
nrotc.mit.edu) and at the Naval Reserve Ocers Training Program
website (http://www.nrotc.navy.mil). Visitors are also invited to learn
more at the NROTC unit at MIT, Room W59-110, or at any US Navy
Recruiting Station.
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